
Psychology Research Lab
The purpose of this pathfinder or research guide is to introduce you to some standard resources in the social sciences and to help

you identify some useful information on a topic.  Ask for assistance as needed.

Your name_______________________________________________________________

1. Carefully review the requirements for the research paper in your class.
Consider length (____ pages) , the number (_____total)  and type of references required (_____books,
_____ magazines,_____ journals, _____Websites) the type of paper  (opinion, definition or research)
and documentation style (_____APA, _____ MLA).
Completed pathfinder due:__________  Completed paper due:___________

2. Think about some possible topics, considering the appropriate level of  detail.
(Browse through your textbook, the library books,  psychology periodicals,
a reference book or ask a librarian for a list.  See REF BF's for encyclopedias)

3. List  three possible topics and read a short article about each one in a special encyclopedia, such as the
Encyclopedia of Psychology (REF BF 31.E52 2000).
a.___________________________   b.__________________________
c.___________________________

4. Write a brief description of the best topic from the list above and explain  what you might write about in
your paper.

5. Organize your ideas into a rough outline.  As a guide, there should be a main heading (I, II…) for each
page.  You can  add other main headings and fill in subheading as you find sources and develop your
knowledge of the topic.

I.

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

VII.



6. Locate a current paper, professional, psychology journal article on any topic and provide the following
information.  (The Psychology Linkways to Information sheet has a list of journals).
Title of psychology journal____________________________________________
Author(s):_________________________________________________________
Title of article:______________________________________________________
Number of references at end of article:___________________________________

7. Conduct at least three searches in the EbscoHost periodical database using terms and phrases describing
your topics, e.g. "self concept" or "violence in domestic relationships." Note:  You may need to try dif-
ferent terms, combinations or types of searches or databases to find the best articles. Hits are the number
of article citations found by the search.

 Search 1:_________________________________________ Hits:_____
 Search 2:_________________________________________ Hits:_____
 Search 3:_________________________________________ Hits:_____

Electronically add 3-5 citations to the folder, print out a free working bibliography and attach it to this
Pathfinder. Uncheck "full text" in the Print Manager so you don't print the full text of the article. Note:
You may also print out the full-text of the articles at $.05 per page for yourself.

8. Consult the Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms, located in the reference stacks (REF Z695.1 P7
T48 2001); Service Desk and online at JCTCS LRC web site: Electronic Databases > Journals & Maga-
zines > EbscoHost > PsychINFO (green tab) Thesaurus.  List 2-4 of the standard subject heading(s) for
your topic:

 a.____________________________ b._____________________________

 c.____________________________ d._____________________________

9. Conduct a search in the EbscoHost> PsychINFO journal database (citations and abstracts only) using
one or more of the subject headings above. Print out at least ONE, free citation and attach the printout to
this pathfinder.

10. Identify one additional source (book, newspaper article or website) on your topic and properly cite it us-
ing the APA style.  (See the APA Style Sheet for citation models or the JCTCS Library’s Research
Help> Writing Assistance)

 __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

11. Briefly describe what you learned about research, psychology or your specific topic by completing this
Pathfinder._____________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

http://www.jefferson.kctcs.edu/divisions/libraries/default.php
http://www.jefferson.kctcs.edu/divisions/libraries/research.php

